HISTORY – VILLAGES, TOWNS & TRADERS

1. What was the significance of Arikamedu in ancient Indian trade? 
a) It was a famous agricultural center
b) It was a major port for trade with the Romans
c) It was a religious center
d) It was a capital city of a kingdom

2. Which of the following materials was primarily traded through the port of Arikamedu? 
a) Roman glassware and beads
b) Silk
c) Iron
d) Spices

3. Mathura was an important town for which of the following reasons?
a) It was a center for farming
b) It was famous for its fine sculptures and pottery
c) It was the capital of the Maurya Empire
d) It was a major center of Buddhism

4. What was the main type of pottery found in Mathura? 
a) Red ware
b) Black ware
c) Painted Grey Ware
d) Northern Black Polished Ware (NBPW)

5. Which of the following was a common medium of exchange in trade during ancient times in India? 
a) Silver and gold coins only
b) Paper currency 
c) Punch-marked coins
d) Bank notes

6. The punch-marked coins used in ancient India had what kind of design? 
a) Pictures of kings and queens
b) Designs with symbols or animal figures
c) A single punch mark of a ruler
d) Religious symbols only

7. In which period were the punch-marked coins first used in India? 
a) Mauryan period
b) Gupta period
c) Vedic period
d) Harappan period

8. The Northern Black Polished Ware (NBPW) is associated with which of the following? a) Iron Age
b) Early Harappan Civilization
c) Mauryan Empire
d) Kushana period

9. Which of these statements is TRUE about the trade in ancient Indian towns like Arikamedu and Mathura?
a) Trade was limited to local goods only
b) Traders used carts and boats for transport
c) There were no foreign goods traded
d) Trade occurred only in one direction

10. The NBPW (Northern Black Polished Ware) was primarily used for making:
a) Farming tools
b) Household items like pottery and dishes
c) Sculptures for temples
d) Jewelry

11.  Assertion (A): Arikamedu was an important port that facilitated trade between India and the Roman Empire.
Reason (R): Arikamedu was a thriving trade center where goods like Roman glassware and beads were exchanged.
a) Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct explanation of (A).
b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A).
c) (A) is true, but (R) is false.
d) (A) is false, but (R) is true.

12. Assertion (A): Mathura was known for its fine quality sculptures and art.
Reason (R): Mathura was also a major center of trade during the Gupta period, exporting goods like pottery and beads.
a) Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct explanation of (A).
b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A).
c) (A) is true, but (R) is false.
d) (A) is false, but (R) is true.

13. Assertion (A): Arikamedu was located near the coast of Maharashtra making it an ideal place for trade with foreign countries.
Reason (R): The location of Arikamedu facilitated the exchange of goods like spices, beads, and Roman glassware.
a) Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct explanation of (A).
b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A).
c) (A) is true, but (R) is false.
d) (A) is false, but (R) is true.

SUBJECTIVE QUESTIONS 
1.Explain the importance of Arikamedu as a trading center.
Answer:
Arikamedu was an important port town on the southeastern coast of India, especially during the 1st century CE. It facilitated trade between India and the Roman Empire. Goods like Roman glassware, beads, and other luxury items were brought to Arikamedu, while India exported spices, textiles, and beads. The discovery of Roman artifacts in Arikamedu highlights its significance as a key trade center. The town's strategic location near the sea made it an ideal hub for maritime trade.

2. What were the main features of the punch-marked coins used in ancient India?
Answer:
Punch-marked coins were made of metal, mostly copper, and were used during the Mauryan period. These coins had marks or symbols punched onto them, which often included representations of animals, trees, or geometric patterns. The symbols on the coins were used to represent rulers or deities. They served as a medium of exchange in trade, helping in the smooth functioning of the economy. The use of punch-marked coins reflects the growing complexity of the economy in ancient India.

3. Describe the role of Mathura in ancient Indian trade.
Answer:
Mathura was an important town located in northern India, which played a significant role in both cultural and economic exchanges during ancient times. Mathura was famous for its fine sculptures, which were produced by skilled artisans and exported. It was also a major center of trade, where goods such as pottery, beads, and textiles were traded. Mathura's location along the trade routes contributed to its prosperity, and it also had strong cultural connections with Buddhism and other religious practices.

4. How did trade contribute to the growth of towns in ancient India?
Answer:
Trade played a crucial role in the growth and prosperity of towns in ancient India. The establishment of trade routes connecting various regions allowed for the exchange of goods like textiles, pottery, spices, and metalwork. Towns like Arikamedu, Mathura, and Ujjain flourished because they were strategically located on trade routes. This led to an influx of merchants, artisans, and traders who contributed to the economy of these towns. The growth of trade also encouraged urbanization, leading to the development of markets, workshops, and residential areas. Trade helped these towns become centers of culture, art, and religious exchange.





